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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is in response to a communication filed on 02/16/05. Claims 1-3, 17 
and 24-49 are pending. Claims 4-16 and 18-23 are cancelled. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see (pages 1 1-20), filed on 2/16/05, with respect to the 
rejection(s)of claim(s) 1-3, 17 and 24-49 under U.S.C. 103(a) have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Betram et al. (USPN 
5198802) and Choi (USPN 5648781). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Claim 3 recites the limitation "said remote controller". The 
independent claim 1 from which claim 3 depends does not mention a remote controller. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-2, 24-25, 29, 31, 35-36 and 44-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Betram et al. (USPN 5198802). 

Regarding claim 1, Bertram et al (hereinafter = "Bertram") teaches a method, 
comprising the steps of: displaying a menu and an indicator on a display screen for 
selecting one of menu items of said menu; (Fig. 2A (1, 17) and col. 5, lines 21-36), 
making a selection of a menu item by using an indicator; (col. 5, lines 37-39) displaying a 
sub menu corresponding to the selected menu item (Fig. 2B(1, 17) and col. 5, lines 39- 
42), with said menu being comprised of a plurality of sub menu items contextually 
related to said menu items (col. 5, lines 44-45); and automatically adjusting the position 
of said indicator to be located within said sub menu (col. 5, lines 45-49). 

Regarding claim 2, Bertram teaches automatically, initially displaying said 
indicator superimposed upon a first sub menu item of said sub menu upon displaying of 
said sub menu (Fig. 2B (17) and col. 5, lines 50-53). 

Regarding claim 24 Bertram teaches storing a location of the selected menu item 
within a. display screen; and automatically adjusting the display of said indicator to the 
stored location of the selected menu item when said sub menu is erased (col. 8, lines 40- 
52 and Fig. 9 (46, 82)). 
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Regarding claim 25, Bertram teaches said indicator being a pointer (Fig. 2A (17) 
and col. 5, lines 24). 

Regarding claim 29, Bertram teaches the step of erasing submenu automatically 
causing said menu items to reappear and automatically and simultaneously causing said 
indicator to skip back to said previously selected menu item (Fig. 5B(information) and 
col. 6, lines 55-64). 

Regarding claim 31, Bertram teaches a method of controlling a pointer on a 
display, comprising: pressing a button on a control panel causing a main menu to appear 
and simultaneously and automatically causing the pointer to appear within the main menu 
the main menu having a plurality of menu items (Fig. 2 A (1, 17) and col. 5, lines 21-40), 
the pointer being automatically placed in a first of said plurality of menu items (Fig. 2 A 
(information) and col. 5, line 27); manually manipulating a device causing the pointer to 
gradually move to a user selected menu item (col. 5, lines 37-40); and pressing a button 
on the control panel causing selection of said menu item containing said pointer and thus 
automatically causing a sub menu to appear on the display and simultaneously, suddenly 
and automatically causing said pointer to move to said sub menu (col. 5, lines 40-43, col. 
5, lines 45-47 and Fig 2B (17)). 
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Regarding claim 35, Bertram teaches causing said submenu to disappear, causing 
said display to display said main menu with the pointer in said previously selected menu 
item of said main menu (Fig. 5 B (information) and col. 6, lines 55-64). 

Regarding claim 36, Bertram teaches said pointer automatically reappearing in 
said previously selected menu item in said main menu without any user manipulation of 
any control when said main menu reappears (col. 6, lines 60-61). 

Regarding claim 44, Bertram teaches said main menu disappearing when said 
submenu appears (Fig. 6B (programs), col. 6, lines 68 and col. 7, lines 1-16). 

Regarding claim 45, Bertram teaches said main menu disappearing from the 
display when said submenu appears (Fig. 6B (programs), col. 6, lines 68 and col. 7, lines 
1-16). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 17, 30, 38, 46-47 and 48-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 



unpatentable over Choi (USPN 5648781) in view of Bertram et al. (USPN 5198802). 
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Regarding claim 17, Choi teaches an apparatus, comprising: a trackball on a 
remote controller for controlling the movement of an indicator on a display screen 
relative to a predetermined initial position of said indicator on the screen to select a 
displayed menu item (Fig. 3 (50, 54) and col3, lines 60-61); a trackball movement sensor 
sensing a shift value of the movement of said trackball along X-Y coordinates relative to 
the predetermined initial position of said indicator (Fig. 3 (56) and col. 4, lines 9-13); a 
selection key which selects said menu items ; a menu key which displays said menu on a 
display screen (col. 4, lines 29-34); a shift value data storage unit (Fig. 3 (58) and col. 4, 
lines 14-16) accommodating the storing shift value data corresponding to the movement 
of said trackball relative to the initial indicator position (Fig. 3 958) and col. 4, lines 14- 
16); a control commander selecting the control function corresponding to said menu item 
where said indicator is located when said selection key is activated (Fig. 3 (62) and col. 4, 
lines 18-21); a data generator, responsive to said remote controller for generating data 
corresponding to the stored shift value of said trackball received from said shift value 
data storage unit when said remote controller is activated; and a transmitting means 
accommodating coding and transmitting data from said data generating means to an 
electrical appliance (Fig. 3 (60, 64) and col. 4, lines 14-21); and wherein said electrical 
appliance comprises: a receiver accommodating the data transmitted by said transmitting 
unit (Fig. 3 (66) and col. 4, lines 22-24); a display control unit, connected to said 
receiver, displaying a menu on said display portion according to said received data (Fig. 3 
(68) and col. 4, lines 25-28); an indicator display, said indicator display unit displays said 
indicator in a center point of a selected submenu (Fig. 3 (72) and col. 4, lines 29-31); said 
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display screen; a microprocessor (Fig. 3 (52) and col. 4, lines 7-8); and a menu storage 
unit, connected to said display control unit adapted to provide to provide data which is 
displayed on said television display screen(col. 4, lines 2-5 and Fig. 3 (68, 70)), the 
indicator display unit causing the location of the indicator on the television display screen 
to move on the display screen when the trackball moves (Fig. 3 (72) and col. 4, lines 29- 
31). 

Choi does not teach an indicator display unit causing the indicator to suddenly 
and automatically jump to a new location on the television display screen when said 
television display screen displays a different menu. 

Betram on the other hand teaches that operation of the enter key 31 on keyboard 
21 causes the screen on display 1 shown in FIG. 2B. Betram teaches the screen is a 
submenu, and when the entry was made by keyboard, the computer operating system has 
repositioned cursor 17 concurrent with the new screen, so that cursor 17 is located at the 
designation of the top application, "On-line Assistance" as shown in Fig. 2 B (17). See 
col. 5 lines 40-49. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to reprogram Choi's remote control operation shown in Fig. 
3 to incorporate Bertram's operating system with a feature of repositioning a cursor for 
the purpose of producing more controllable image on CRT display, (see Bertram's col. 4, 
lines 40-43). 



Regarding claim 30, Betram teaches enlargement/reduction key adapted to cause 
the size and location of a displayed menu to suddenly change a size and a location on the 
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display while simultaneously causing said indicator to jump to a new location within the 
changed menu when the enlargement/reduction key is depressed by the user, said jump in 
the location of the indicator not being brought about by said trackball (col. 5, lines 45- 
49). 

Regarding claim 38, Choi teaches said control panel being on a remote 
control device physically separated from the display (see the abstract and Fig. 3 (50, 52)). 

Regarding claim 46, Choi teaches the indicator display unit receiving manual 
movement of the indicator signals from the trackball movement sensor and automatic 
movement of the indicator from the command controller and moving the cursor based on 
a combination signal from both sources (Fig. 3 (72) and col. 4, lines 29-31). 

Regarding claim 47, Betram teaches the indicator display unit being configured to 
cause the location of the indicator on the television display screen to move on the display 
screen when the trackball moves, the indicator display unit also causing the indicator to 
suddenly and automatically jump to a new location on the television display screen when 
said television display screen displays a different menu (col. 5, lines 45-49). 

Regarding claim 48, Choi teaches the manual manipulating step being 
accomplished by moving a trackball casing the pointer to slide and not to skip across the 
display (col.2, lines 45-55). 
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Regarding claim 49 Choi teaches the trackball enabling the indicator to gradually 
slide and not skip across the display screen (col. 2, lines 45-55). 

6. Claims 26-28, 32-34, 37 and 39-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bertram et al. (USPN 5198802). 

Regarding claim 26, Bertram teaches said making step comprising causing said 
indicator to move on a display to the selected menu item, said automatically adjusting the 
position of the indicator step comprising sudden translation of said indicator across the 
display to the submenu at a time simultaneous with the displaying of the submenu (col. 5, 
lines 45-49 and Fig 2B(17)). 

Bertram does not specifically teach "user manipulation of a trackball". On the 
other hand, Betram on the other hand teaches the use of either a keyboard (21) or a mouse 
(13) (col. 5, lines 37-39). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to replace the input device (13, 21) by an alternative input device 
that is functionally equivalent because it is well known to utilize a variety of input device 
for the purpose of cursor manipulation, 

Regarding claim 27, Bertram teaches said sudden translation of the indicator 
being absent of movement of said trackball (col 5, lines 45-49). 
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Regarding claim 28, Bertram teaches said sudden translation of said indicator 
being brought about automatically and absent any user manipulation (col. 5, lines 45-49). 



Regarding claim 32, Bertram does not specifically teach "user manipulation of a 
trackball 5 '. On the other hand, Betram teaches the use of either a keyboard (21) or a 
mouse (13) (col. 5, lines 37-39). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to replace the input device (13, 21) by an alternative input device 
that is functionally equivalent because it is well known to utilize a variety of input device 
for the purpose of cursor manipulation, 

Regarding claim 33, Bertram teaches each menu item in the pointer being in a 
geometric center of said first of said plurality of said menu items (col. 5, lines 37-39). 

Bertram does not specifically teach a menu being represented by a tetragon. 
Bertram on the other hand teaches the display of four categories each category being 
represented in rectangle as shown in Fig. 2 A (1) and col. 5, lines 22-26. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time invention 
was made to replace the rectangles in which the four categories are represented in Fig. 2 A 
by any desired geometric figure because the geometric shapes are a matter of choice 
handled by a utility software as taught Betram (col. 5, lines 26-36). 
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Regarding claim 34, Bertram teaches, said sub menu comprising a plurality of sub 
menu items, said pointer being initially located in a geometric center of a first or top sub 
menu item (col. 5, lines 39-42, col. 5, lines 50-53) and Fig. 2 (B)). 

Bertram does not specifically teach a menu being represented by a tetragon. 
Bertram on the other hand teaches the display of four categories each category being 
represented in rectangle as shown in Fig. 2 A (1) and col. 5, lines 22-26. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time invention 
was made to replace the rectangles in which the four categories are represented in Fig. 2 A 
by any desired geometric figure because the geometric shapes are a matter of choice 
handled by a utility software as taught Betram (col. 5, lines 26-36 

Regarding claim 37, Bertram teaches pressing a button on said control panel 
causing an image on the display to disappear, said pointer being automatically moved to 
said enlarged main menu on said display without any further user manipulation (Fig. 5 B 
(information) and col. 6, lines 55-64). 

Bertram does not specifically teach, "causing said main menu to appear 
enlarged". Bertram on the other teaches the display of four categories each category 
being represented in rectangle as shown in Fig. 2 A (1) and col. 5, lines 22-26. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time invention 
was made to replace the rectangles in which the four categories are represented in Fig. 2A 
by any desired size of geometric figure because the geometric sizes are a matter of choice 
handled by a utility software as taught Betram (col. 5, lines 26-36). 
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Regarding claim 39, Bertram teaches a method for controlling the location of a 
pointer on a display, comprising: displaying a main menu having a plurality of menu 
items while simultaneously displaying the pointer on the display (Fig. 2 A (1, 17) and col. 
5, lines 21-40), moving a location of the pointer on the display to one of said plurality of 
menu items on said main menu (col. 5, lines 37-40, Fig. 2A (information) and col. 5, line 
27); selecting said menu item where said pointer is present by user pushing a button on a 
control; and suddenly displaying a submenu comprising a plurality of sub menu items on 
said display while simultaneously and automatically having the location of the pointer on 
the display to skip to a location within said submenu (col. 5, lines 40-43, col. 5, lines 45- 
47 and Fig 2B(17)). 

Bertram does not specifically teach the "user manipulation of a trackball". On the 
other hand, Betram teaches the use of either a keyboard (21) or a mouse (13). (Col. 5 
lines 37-39). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to replace the input device (13, 21) by an alternative input device 
that is functionally equivalent because is well known to utilize a variety of input device 
for the purpose of cursor manipulation, 

Regarding claim 40, Bertram teaches said submenu being distinguished from said 
main menu (col. 5, lines 40-43). 

Regarding claim 41, Bertram teaches said main menu disappearing from the 
display when said submenu appears (Fig. 6B (1) and col. 6, line 68 and col. 7, lines 1-20). 



Application/Control Number: 09/419,300 



Art Unit: 2674 



Page 13 



Regarding claim 42 Bertram teaches said display being a high definition 
television (col. 4, lines 40-43). 

Regarding claim 43, Bertram teaches reverting back to the main menu from the 
submenu causing the main menu to reappear at a location on the display different from 
where the submenu appeared, causing the pointer to automatically skip back to said 
selected menu item on said main menu (col. 6, lines 55-64). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following arts are cited for further reference. 

U.S. pat. No. 5,822,123 to Davis et al. 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,515,680 to Hendricks et al. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Abbas I Abdulselam whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7685 The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 9:00 
A.M to 5:30 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Edouard, can be reached on (571) 272-7603. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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